also contains advice on interpreting pathology forms and ECG's and will be of help to those taking MB and MRCP. Indeed the authors preface each discussion by an imaginary command in an examination such as 'examine the eyes'.
In the second part of the book brief notes on the major diseases are given. These are literally notes, and can be criticized here and there because of extreme brevity and, occasionally, inaccuracy. The book is difficult to read from cover to cover; instead I read it by dipping into it, rather as it should be used in revision. Used in this way I found it clear and useful, giving a succinct account of the salient features of each disorder. There are no illustrations apart from-ECG's which makes it very compressed in appearance but the cost has been kept down and it is exceedingly good value. ROBERT 'Current Therapy' is the 28th volume of an annual series on practical therapeutics. In accordance with established policy it is a new edition rather than a revision, with 267 of the 289 articles appearing for the first time. Of the 341 contributors, all but 10 practise in the United States.
The volume therefore represents a cross section of contemporary North American therapeutics practice. It is a concise and comprehensive work of reference for the practising physician, both inside and outside hospital. It should be in every hospital and postgraduate library. The purpose of the book is to provide general physicians with a practical and intelligent source of reference. To this end forty-two contributors, with a background in general practice have been assembled. It would seem that the book aims to be of equal interest to junior hospital staff as well as those who provide primary medical care in the community.
VICTOR BLOOM Editor
The book can not be regarded as a reference work as it includes no references at all and there-fore it must be judged in terms of its practical usefulness. Generally speaking the conditions that are considered are dealt with so briefly that those doctors who are able to diagnose them will probably be disappointed that their knowledge of therapeutics is not augmented by referring to this work. Some lines of treatment advocated are controversial, thus the use of heat, and pethidine or morphia in the treatment of acute lumbar disc disorders will not be favoured by many.
The requirements of the physician in training in a hospital setting and his colleague in general practice are quite distinct. This This is an unusual book in that it is written by both doctors and nurses and is aimed at a similar audience as well as technicians and others who might be involved in intensive care units. This is a truly formidable task and no mere human could hope to satisfy everyone with such a mixed audience. Thus, some will find technicalities inadequately prefaced, others will find some parts over-simplified. By and large, the authors have certainly achieved their goal and with commendable brevity in each chapter. It does presume some basic training and is not to be recommended to nurses or medical students in the early stages of their training. Some minor points provoke comment; one is that British training underlines the greater value of the internal jugular pulse as opposed to the external used by the authors, in view of the artefacts so often seen in this vein. The principles of monitoring and the hazards to which monitoring equipment are prone are well described. Moreover, the book covers a wider field than its title suggests, including descriptions of cardiac output measuring techniques, transducer problems, echocardiography and the use of Swan Ganz catheters. Despite a chapter on acute cardiac infarction there is minimal illustration of cardiac arrhythmias and this is therefore primarily a textbook for the general intensive care unit rather than the coronary care unit, unless a lot of specialized hemodynamic studies are being undertaken there.
This book can certainly be wholeheartedly recommended to all of those involved in intensive care units. EDWIN 
